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The concept of Personally
Identifiable Information (called
Personal Data in Europe) is not
new. For thousands of years,
civilizations have had ways to
identify individuals by their full
name, birthplace, and date of
birth. However, a variety of
factors have made this type of
information more valuable and
easier to steal.
First, there is far more
personal information collected
than ever before. Every action
you take is tracked, such as the
clothes you purchase, the phone
calls you make, or the music you
listen to. This information is much
easier to associate with specific
people, as we now have many
different identification numbering
systems.
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numerous copies of it stored
around the world in digital format,
you begin to understand how easy
it is for cyber criminals to steal this
information. Once stolen, it can
then be use for numerous crimes,
including fraud and identity theft.
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